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Athens -- In 1996, Usama Bin Laden and his Al-Qaida organization declared war against
the United States. This was not rhetoric. They proceeded to attack our embassies, our
military vessels and military bases, our capital city, and our financial center. On
September 11, 2001 Al-Qaida killed nearly three thousand people.

In response, the United States and a coalition of allies initiated action against Afghanistan
where the Taliban regime had provided Al-Qaida facilities to train, equip, and organize
military operations against the United States and other countries. The UN Security
Council, in Resolution 1373, reaffirmed our right of self-defense in relation to the attacks
of September 11.

During the military conflict in Afghanistan, approximately 10,000 enemy fighters were
captured, screened or released. Some were Taliban soldiers and some were Al-Qaida
fighters. Most were released in Afghanistan after they had been disarmed, and we
determined they no longer posed a serious threat of returning to the fight. But more than
700 of these men were so dangerous that they could not be safely detained in
Afghanistan. These individuals included terrorist trainers, bomb makers, recruiters and
facilitators, terrorist financiers, bodyguards for Usama Bin Laden, and potential suicide
bombers. These fighters were detained as enemy combatants at the U.S. military base at
Guantanamo, Cuba.

The Third Geneva Convention provides certain protections for prisoners of war. It
plainly does not apply to the Al-Qaeda terrorists, which is an international terrorist group,
not a state, and therefore, not a party to the Convention. Al-Qaeda also neither
recognizes the Convention nor complies with the Convention’s standards of conduct. It
conducts its operations in flagrant violation of the laws and customs of war, including by
targeting innocent civilians. Also, Taliban fighters were determined to be unlawful
combatants who did not qualify as prisoners of war under the Third Geneva Convention.
Nevertheless, those detained by our armed forces at Guantanamo have in practice, as a
matter of policy, been treated humanely and received many of the protections that the
Third Convention affords.

For example, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has full, unfettered
access to every detainee at Guantanamo Bay, just as it would have to prisoners of war.
The ICRC meets with detainees in private to conduct interviews during regular and
frequent visits to Guantanamo Bay. The ICRC provides the United States with
recommendations, and follows up to see whether they have been implemented. These
recommendations are taken seriously by the United States, and many have been
implemented.



Under the Geneva Conventions, a prisoner of war is entitled to challenge his status as a
combatant. Detainees at Guantanamo are entitled to do so before a Combatant Status
Review Tribunal created specifically for this purpose. Their detention status is reviewed
at least once a year before an Administrative Review Board. Detainees have also had the
ability - and many have done so - to pursue habeas corpus and other proceedings before
U.S. federal courts. Their access to legal review actually goes far beyond what is in the
Geneva Conventions.

Detainees at Guantanamo Bay receive three meals a day that meet their cultural dietary
requirements. We also provide the detainees with copies of the Koran in their own
language, as well as prayer beads and rugs, and symbols pointing in the direction of
Mecca. The call to prayer is played over camp loudspeakers five times a day, and each is
followed by 20 minutes of prayer time for all detainees. Detainees receive similar
medical benefits to our own service members. During one six-month period last year,
detainees sent or received more than 14,000 pieces of mail to maintain contact with their
families.

Detainees, like prisoners of war, have a right to be free from torture or abuse. The United
States has been clear in describing its position on torture: U.S. criminal law and treaty
obligations prohibit torture anywhere. We have also stated that as a matter of policy that
we will not authorize interrogations involving cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment, as
defined by our obligations under the Torture Convention, regardless of where those
interrogations may occur. Recent U.S. legislation codified this policy. In the instances
of unlawful treatment of detainees, the United States has vigorously investigated,
prosecuted and taken action against those responsible. To date, more than 100 U.S.
service members have been held accountable.

The United States has no interest in maintaining enemy fighters in military detention any
longer than is necessary, and approximately 250 detainees already have been released or
transferred from Guantanamo. Unfortunately, of those already released from
Guantanamo Bay, approximately fifteen have returned to acts of terror and been
recaptured. Those who remain detained in Guantanamo remain for the same reason
captured soldiers in any war are kept in confinement until hostilities are over - to prevent
their return to battle. Indeed, many of the detainees at Guantanamo have expressed an
intention to return to the fight if released, and have threatened future kidnappings,
executions and beheadings. This is why we continue to hold them. Specific examples
of persons still held in Guantanamo include an Al-Qaida explosives trainer, a member of
a terrorist cell in Afghanistan that orchestrated a grenade attack on a journalist’s car, and
Al-Qaida members who designed a prototype shoe bomb for destroying airplanes and a
magnetic mine for attacking ships.

What is the alternative? Some have argued that these terrorists are entitled to regular
domestic criminal trials rather than to treatment like prisoners of war, and that if they are
not convicted of a crime, they should be released. This argument stands international law
on its head: it would afford combatants who don’t follow the rules better treatment than



those who do. Must police inspectors accompany soldiers on the battlefield to collect
evidence to avoid the release of enemies who would go back to the fight?

The truth about Guantanamo Bay is that it is the best option we presently have to protect
the citizens of the United States and of other nations targeted by these terrorists. Some
countries live in the hope that others will make the world a safer place. As a principal
target of Al-Qaida’s attacks, the United States does not have this luxury. Until terrorists
stop planning and carrying out abominable attacks, no responsible government would
release them to go back and try again.



H AAHOEIA I'TA TO 'KOYANTANAMO
O HITA Avrtifgteg X10 Bacaviotipra

Amo tov IIpéapn tv HITA Charles Ries

ABMva -- To 1996 o Ocdpa Mrv Advtev ka1 opydveon tov, AL Kdwvta, kipvéov tov
molepo kotd tov Hvopévov TloAteimv. 'Oyt pe Aoy AALG pe emBéoelg evavtiov Tov
TPECPEUDV, TOV TOLEUIKOV TAOI®V, KoL TOV CTPATIOTIKOV PACEDV pog. AKOpO evavtiov
NG OUEPIKOVIKNC TPOTEVOLGOG KOOMDE KOl TOV OIKOVOLKOV oG KEVTPOL. XTig 11
YentepuPpiov 2001, n AL Kdwvta oxdtmoe oxeddv Tpelg xiAades avOpdmoug.

Avtidpavtag, ot Hvouéveg Iolteieg kot £€vog cuvasmiorog CUUIAY®V avEAAPay dpdon
evavtiov Tov A@yaviotdy 6mov to kafeotmg Tov TaAurdy elxe mapaympnioet otnv AL
Kdéwvta evkorieg yio v ekmaidogvon, Tov eE0MAMGUO KoL TNV 0PYAVOGCT] CTPATIOTIKMOV
embBéoewv Katd Tov HITA kot dALov yopodv. Me 10 ynewcpa 1373 1o Zvppodito
Acoareiog tov OHE enavafefaimoe 10 dtkaimpd (og Yoo cuToGULUVO GE GYECT LE TIG
embéoeic e 11" ZentepuPpiov.

Koatd ) didpkela g oTpotioTikng cvykpovons oto Agyoviotdy oxeodv 10.000
avtimaAot poyntég arypaimtiomnkay, eEetdotnkay 1 agédnikay eAedbepot. Opiopévor
Nrav otpotidteg Taiumdy kot dArot poyntég g AL Kdwvta. Ot mepiocotepot
ATOPLAOKIGTNKOV GTO AQYOVIGTAV, APOD TOVG APOTAIGALLE Kot Kpivape OTL g
oLVVIOTOVCAY TAEOV GOPapn GTPATIOTIKY AEM. Q0TO060, TeptosoTepot amd 700 amod
OLTOVG NTOV TOCO EMKIVOLVOL TOV SV TV dVVATO VO TAPAEiVOLY VIO KpdTnon VIO
acQoAElG cLVONKEG 6TO AQPYAVIOTAV. XTO ATOUO OVTA TEPIAAUPAVOVTOY EKTOLOEVLTEG
TPOUOKPOTAOV, KOTACKEVACTEG BOUPDV, GTPATOAOYOL, SIEKTEPALOTES KO YPNUATOOOTEG
TOV TPOLOKPUTAOV, cOUATOPVANKES TOV Ocdua My Advtev, Kabhg kot Thavoi
BouProtég avtoktoviag. Ot poyntég avtol TEONKaY VTG KPATNGN O TOAELGTEG TOV
ex0pov ot otpatimtikn faon twv HITA oto I'kovavtdvapo g Kovpac.

H Tpim ZvvOnim g ['eveimg mapéyel TpooTatenTIikKong OpovG Yo, iy UAAMTOVS
noAépov. Eivar EgxdBapo 6T 1 ZuvOnkn auty| dev 1oy OEL Y10 TOVG TPOUOKPATES TNG AL
Kdawra, n onoia amotelel pio S1€6vi TpoHOKPOTIKT OpYAVOOT], OYL KPATOG, KOl GUVETMOG
dev givar cupfardidpevo pépog g Xuvonkne. EmmAiéov, n id1a n AL Kdvta ovte
avayvopilel  Zovonkn, o0te akoAoLOEl Ta KpLITpLo GVUTEPIPOPES TOV TPOPAETOVTOL
a6 avt. H opydvmon mpaypatonotel Tig enyeipnoels g mopafdloviog katapmpo
TOLG VOLOLG KaBMG Ko TIG E0LUKES TPAKTIKEG TOL TOAELOV, APOV, HETAED AAA®YV,
npaypatonotlel embéoeig katd abomv moltov. Erniong, ot molepiotéc Talpumdy
KpiOnNKov ©¢ Tapdvopol HaynTES oL OV UITOPOVV VA YOPOKTNPIGTOVV Al UAAMTOL
ToAépHoL cvppwva pe v Tpitn ZovOnkn g Feveimg. [ap’ 6la avtd, otnv
TPAYUATIKOTNTO, OAAG Kol AOY® TNG TOMTIKNG oG, LETAYXEPILOUOGTE TOVG KPOTOVUEVOLG
0LTOVG, TOL KPOTOVLVTOL Ao TIG EvomAes duvdpelg pag oto ['kovavtdvapo, pe avlpomvn
CLUTEPLPOPE KOl TOVG TAPEYOVLE TOALOVG OO TOVS TPOGTATEVTIKOVS OPOLG TOV
npoPfAémovv ot cupemvieg g Tpitng ZuvOnknc.



INo mapdderypa, n Aebvng Enttponn tov EpvBpod Ztavpov (A.E.E.X.) éxer mAnpn kot
anpookontn TpdsPfacn o€ KABe kpatovpevo oto ['kovavtavapo, akptPac onwg Oa eiye
ue ayypoimtoug torépov. H A.E.E.XZ. cuvavtdtot kat’diov pe Toug KpaToHIEVOUS Kot
TOVG TOUPVEL TPOCSHOTIKEG CLVEVTEVEELS KOTA T SIOPKELD TOKTIKMOV KOl GUYVOV
emokéyewv mov kavel oto ['kovavtdvapo. H A.E.E.X. vrofdiel cuotdoelg mpog Tic
HITA xon eléyyel omn cuvéyela katd TOG0 oTéG £x0vV EQapurootel. Ol GLGTAGELS OVTEC
Aappdavovtatl coPapd vdyw and Tig Hvouéveg Iolteieg kot moAAES amd avTéG 110M
epapuolovrot.

XOopewva pe Tig Xuvonkeg g ['eveing, évag arydAmTog TOAELOL £YEL SIKATML VOl
AUPIGPNTAOEL TO YOPOUKTNPIGUO TOL ®¢ poynt]. Ot kpatovpevol oto ['kovavtdvapo
&yovv dikaimpo vo vrofdilovy Tapdpoto aitnua 6to Avafewpntikd AKOGTIPLO Y10 TOV
KaBopiopod mg 3ot tog tov Maynt mov €yl cuotabel £101Ka Yo To 6komd avtd. To
KaBEoTOC KPATNONG TOVG EMAVEEETALETOL TOVAAYIGTOV Lo POPA TO ¥POHVO amd ALOTKNTIKNY
E&etaotikn Emtponr). Ot kpatovuevor giyav emiong m duvatdtnto — Kot ToAroi To
Enpaov — va VTOPAAOVY CUTNHO Y10 TPOCTAGIN KATA TAPAVOUNG KPATNoNG, KoOMS Kot
AN VoG aTaTo, 68 OpocToVolaKd dikactipla Tov HITA. H duvatdtnta
TPOGROUONG TOV KPATOVUEVOV GE SUOIKAGIEG VOUIKTG ETOVEEETOONG OLTNLATOV TOVG
Eemepva Katd moAD Tig TpoPAdyels Tov ZuvOnkov g ['evedng.

[Mapéxovpe oTovg Kpatovevous 6to ['kovavtdvapo tpio yevpato Ty NUEPE COLPOVA
LE TIC TOMTIOTIKEG OLOTPOPIKES AMULTNOEL TOVG. EmumAéov, Toug Tapéyovpie aviituma
tov Kopaviov 611 YAOCOO TOVS, KOUTOGKOIVIOL Kot YOALd TPOGEVYNS, KABMS Kot cOUPOA
oL delyvouv mpog TV kotevBuvon g Mékkac. To kdAeopa Yo Tpocevyn HETAdIdETI
Ao Peyaemva TEVTE POPEG TNV NUEPA, Kal KABE opd akolovbel Tpocevyr| d1dpKeLOg
elKoo1 AETTAOV Y100 GAOVE TOLG KPATOVUEVOVG. [Ipoc@épovie 6TOVE KPATOOUEVOLG
Tptkn TepiBoiym avtictoyn LE QVTH TOL CTPATIOTIKOV OGS TPOCOTIKOV. g TEPI0d0
EEL UNVAV TOV TEPAGLEVO YPOVO, KPATOVUEVOL EGTEIAAY 1 EAaPaV TEPIGOTEPQ OO
14.000 ypdppota S10TNp®OVTOG ETAPY| LLE TIS OIKOYEVEIEG TOVG,.

Ot kpotodpevol, OTmg ot ayAAmTol TOAEROL, dev Hmopel va vrofdAlovtal 6
Bacaviompia 1 kakopetayeipton. Ot Hvopéveg TToAteieg £xovv EaxdBapn BEon yia ta
Bacavietipla: O mowvikdg kadikag twv HITA kot vroypedoelg g xopog pe Bdon
debveig ovvOnkeg anayopevovy ta facaviotipla orovdnmote. Eyovpe eniong dniwocet
ot1, ©g Lo ToAMTIKYG, 08 B E0VG1000THGOVE AvaKkpiGELS TOL TTEPIAaLBEvOLY
Bavavon, anavOpwnr, | EEVTEMGTIKN HETAXEIPIOT, OTTMG LITAYOPEVOVY O1 VITOYPEDCELS
pog cvpemva pe ™ Xovonkn nepi Basaviompiov, aveoaptntmg Tov T0mov 01ov
de&dyovran o1 avaxpicels avtéc. [Ipoceatn apepikavikn vopobesio Kwduonoince v
TOMTIKY] QUTT. X€ TEPIMTOGELS TapAvoung petayeipiong kpatovpévov, ot HITA cBevapd
depedvnoayv, doknoav Stwéels, kot avélapav dpdon katd tov vrevfivov. 'Emg onuepa,
&xovv amodobel evBiveg oe meprocdTEPOLS amd 100 oTpaTIOTIKOVS VITOAANAOVG TMV
HIIA.

Ot Hvopéveg IToMteieg 0ev £xovv kavEva cupeEpov va BETovv vtd Kpatnomn avtimalovg
LoyMTES Yo peyaAvTEpa dlaoT AT oo 0G0 givor amapaitmro. Xyedov 250
KpOaTOVUEVOL EXOVV NON amo@LAaKloTel 1 petagepBel amd To I'kovavtdvapo. Avcotuy®g,



ato 0VTOVG TTOL £XOVV NOT OTOPLAAKIGTEL, TEPITOV JEKATEVTE EMOTPEYAV GE
TPOLOKPUTIKEG OPaSTNPLOTNTES KOl cuVEANPONKaV Eavd. Avtol Tov mapapévovy vtod
Kpatnon oto 'kovavtdvapo, Tapapévouy yio Tov 1810 AGyo Tov KpatoHvTot oryUdAmTot
OTPOTIOTEG € KAOE TOAENO HEYPL TN ANEN TV YBpoTpaSidV. XT0Y0G, dNANOT, Eivar va
amoTpanel 1) EMGTPOEN TOVG 0N pUdym. H mpaypoatucotta lvan 0Tt ToAlol and Tovg
KpatoOEVOLG 0T0 ['kovavTdvapo £xovv ekepacel TNV TPOBeoN Vo EMGTPEYOVY GTN|
LayM oV OTOPLANKIGTOVV, KL EXOVV OMEIM|GEL VO TPOYMPTCOVV GE ATUYMYES, EKTEAECELS
KOl ATOKEPAAMGLOVE 6TO HEAALOV. AvTdg €ivar 0 AdY0og Yo Tov omtoio cuveyilovpe va
TOVG EYOVLE VIO KPATNON. ZVYKEKPIUEVO TAPOOETYLULATO ATOUMV TOV TOPAUEVOLV
KpatoOeVol 6to ['kovavtdvapo TepIAaPvouy Evov EKTOOEVTH EKPNKTIKOV TG AA
Kdéwra, éva pérog tpopokpatikod Tupnive 6to AQyavicTdy Tov opyavmace enifeon Le
yepoPouPideg evaviiov ovToKIviToL ONUocloypdemv, kot uéAn g AA Kdawvto mov
oyedlacav vrodetypata fopfmv, OT®MG TamoVTSL Yo avativaén aepoTAdvmY Kot
HOYVNTIKT VAPKN KATAAANAN Yo emBEcelg o€ TAoiaL.

[Towd etvar n evoldaxktikn Avon; Mepikoil vroatnpilovy Ot 01 TPOUOKPATES ALTOL £YOVV
dkaimpa vo d1kdovTol o KAVOVIKEG TOVIKES O1KEG OTN YDP TOVS OVTL VoL
AVTILETOTIOVTOL WG AYUAAMTOL TOAELOV, KOl OV OEV KATASIKAGTOVV Y10 KOTO10
EykAnuo va aprvoviot EAevBepot. Avtd 1o emyeipn Lol AVTIPACKEL OVGLUGTIKA LE TO
Aebvég Atkano. Kdtt tétoto Oa mpocépepe mo €uVOiKT LETOYEIPIOT GTOVG AN TES TOL
devV aK0AOVOOVV TOVG KAVOVEG TTOPE GE AVTOVG TTOL TOVG akoAovBovv. Tlpémet
OOTLVOUIKOL EMBE®PNTES VAL GLVOIEVOVY TOVG GTPAUTIDTEG GTO TTEGTO TNG LAYNG Y10 VO
GLAAEYOVV aOJEIKTIKG GToLYEl0 DGTE Vo amoPevyOel 1 amouAdKion exfpmv mov Ha
EMEGTPEPAY GTN LAYN;

H oAnBeia yia to I'kovavtavapo givat 6Tt amotedel TV KaAvTEPT AVGT TOL dtobéTov e
OLTY| TN GTIYU| TPOKEWEVOD VO TPOCTUTEVGOVLE TOVG ToAiteg TV HITA kot dAiwv
YOPOV TOV £ivat 6TOYOG AVTAOV TOV TPOUOKPATOV. Mepikég xdpeg Lovv pe v eAmtidn
ot dALo1 Ba KGvovuv TOV KOGLO TTo acPoAn. Q¢ KOP1og 6TOY0G TV emBEcE®Y TG AL
Kawra, ot Hvouéveg IoAteieg dev éxovv avtr| tnv moAvtéreia. Meypt mn otiyun mov ot
TPOUOKPATES Oat GTANATAGOVY VO GYEOALOVV Kol VO EKTEAOVV amoTpimates embBEcels,
Kapd vrevOuvn KuBEpvnon o€ Ba ToVG ATOPLAGKILE Y10 VAL ETIGTPEYOLV KOl VO,
Eavampoomadnoovy.

onomi.usembassy@state.gov
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